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SUBJECT: DEMARCHE TO GOT RE ROLE OF TUNISIAN 
ILO CONFERENCE DELEGATION - GOT RESPONSE 

REF: TUNIS 4047 (NOT AL) 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER WAS CALLED IN TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
AFTERNOON JUNE 8 TO MEET WITH CHIEF OF NORTH AMERICAN 
DIVISION BEN REDJEB CONCERNING CURRENT INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR CONFERENCE IN GENEVA. 

2. BEN REDJEB OPENED DISCUSSION SAYING THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND GOT HAD GIVEN PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO EMBASSY'S 
AIDE MEMOIRE ON GENEVA MEETING AND TO AMBASSADOR'S DEMARCHE 
MADE TO DIRECTOR MFA FOR EUROPE AND AMERICAN MEJDOUB ON 
JUNE 7. SPEAKING FROM INSTRUCTIONS BEN REDJEB SAID THAT 
TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT WISHED TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 
COOPERATE WITH THE USG IN ILO. TO THIS END FOREIGN MINISTRY 

IS SENDING TELEGRAPHIC INSTRUCTIONS TO TUNISIAN DELEGATION 
TO ENTER INTO DIALOGUE WITH U.S. DELEGATION AND TO DO UTMOST TO 
REDUCE AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN ARAB/AFRICAN/NON-ALIGNED 
GROUP AND U.S. REPRESENTATIVES. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 04053 081816Z 


3. BEN REDJEB SAID INSTRUCTIONS WOULD ALSO INCLUDE LISTING 
OF SPECIFIC ISSUES ON WHICH GOT UNDERSTANDS THERE ARE 
SERIOUS DIFFERENCES AND THAT TUNISIAN DELEGATION WOULD BE 
URGED TO COOPERATE WITH U.S. DELEGATION ON THESE INDIVIDUAL 
QUESTIONS TO MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE. HE CONTINUED THAT GOT 
RECOGNIZES IMPORTAPCE THAT USG GIVES TO OUTCOME OF THESE 
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MEETINGS AND WILL SEEK TO PLAY MODERATING ROLE WITH MORE 
EXTREME ARAB/AFRICAN/NON-ALIGNED DELEGATIONS. 

4. STILL SPEAKING FROM INSTRUCTIONS, BEN REDJEB EMPHASIZED 
THAT TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION MEMBER CHERIF, AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE, WAS ALSO OFFICIAL SPOKES- 
MAN FOR ARAB/AFRICAN/NON-ALIGNED GROUP IN ILO CONFERENCE. 

AS SUCH, GOT DELEGATION, INCLUDING MINISTER ENNACEUR, ALSO 
HAD TO REPRESENT VIEWS AND ATTITUDES OF THIS LARGER 
GROUP. CERTAIN GROUP DECISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE, HE 
SAID, AND TUNISIANS HAD ACCEPTED CERTAIN COMMITMENTS 
WOICH COULD NOT BE BROKEN. BEN REDJEB ADDED THAT, FOR 
BETTER OR FOR WORSE, THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION WAS DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED, AND THAT THIS WAS HIGHLY SENSITIVE ISSUE, ONE ON 
WHICH CALL ARAB STATES HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO STAND TOGETHER. 

BEN REDJEB CLOSED DISCUSSION REPEATING THAT GOT DELEGATION 
WOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO BE AS HELPFUL AND COOPERATIVE 
AS POSSIBLE, BUT THAT GOT ALSO HOPED USG WOULD UNDERSTAND 
INHERENT LIMITATIONS PLACED ON TUNISIA'S FREEDOM OF 
ACTION TO BE FULLY RESPONSIVE TO AMERICAN VIEWS. 

5. I THINK THAT TUNIS WAN RESPONSE TO OUR DEMARCHE IS A 
POSITIVE ONE, AND REPRESENTS GOT’S INTENTION TO MAKE 
HELPFUL CONTRIBUTION TO RESOLUTION OF OUTSTANDING 
DIFFERENCES. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOME LIMITATIONS AS TO 
WHAT TUNISIAN DELEGATION CAN REALISTICALLY BE EXPECTED 
TO DO I AM HOPEFUL THAT PROMISED IPSTRUCTIONS TO ENNACEUR 
AND CHERIF WILL SERVE TO IMPROVE ATMOSPHERE AND TO 
OPEN WAY FOR BETTER DIALOGUE WITH U.S. DELEGATION. 
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